NOT YET APPROVED


SSSA Executive Committee
Double Tree, Houston, TX

31 March 2010, Wednesday, 3:00-5:00
1. Call to Order
Attendance: Doug Eckberg, Hal Bass, Abdul Turay, Eddie Weller, Craig Walker, Ray Darville, Tracy Dietz, Glenn Melancon, Bob Lineberry
2. Approval of 2009 Minutes done via email.  Reaffirm.  Glenn Melancon, Secretary
3. Officer Reports
a. President 
· Please streamline reports for Executive Committee. Concentrate on highlights and any potential problems.
· New editor will be voted on by SSSA Council.

· New Wiley Blackwell contract will be voted on by SSSA Council.
· There will be a discussion tomorrow of Denver hotel boycott.
b. Executive Director – Peter Wielhouwer (highlights delivered by Glenn Melancon)
· Preregistration numbers: 727 persons (compare with 647 in 2009 Denver; 722 in 2008 Las Vegas).

· New web host (Blue Tree Web Design, www.bluetreewebdesign.com) and redesigned website.

· Room Pickup: We are comfortably in our required range for the Hyatt Regency. As of 23 March, we have reserved 733 out of our room block of 875 (84%); In the DoubleTree our numbers are way below what we contracted for (about 250 out of 550). We will likely have to pay a significant amount (~$20,000) to DT for the lost revenue.
· SSSA membership numbers seem to have plateaued at a significantly lower place than we were through the mid-1990s, as has conference attendance, thus we no longer seem to be declining despite significant swings in conference attendance from year to year.
· Membership Committee should develop membership plan that can work for each affiliate.  President will ask the SSSA Council to fund innovative projects.  Membership will consider a prize.
c. General Program Director – Tracy Dietz
As shown in Table 1, the number of sessions by affiliate has increased for all but two of the affiliates.  Overall, the number of program sessions for this year is 296; this represents a total increase for the association of 14% in the number of sessions over last year’s program.  It is consistent with the mean from 1995 – 2008 of 295.
d. Treasurer – Craig Walker

· The SSSA’s revenue exceeded expenditures by $71,263 in 2009.  The primary reasons for the surplus were less than expected legal expenses, less than expected SSQ operating costs, and significant interest on CDs.  As of 12/31/2009, the SSSA had financial reserves of over $600,000.  Future budgets will show increased expenditures for the Executive Director, SSSQ transition and operating expenses, and meeting costs.  The Treasurer expects a significant decline in interest income.  Potential, but uncertain, sources of revenue growth are increased membership and conference registration and the structure of the contract with Wiley-Blackwell.
· Michael Streeter reported 98% renewal rate for the SSQ.  Revenues to SSSA dropped slightly because of an abnormal, abrupt currency exchange rate change.
e. SSQ Editor – Bob Lineberry
Editorial transition is going “swimmingly.”  New editors should be on board August.

4. Old Business
a. SSQ Editor transition – see above
b. Bylaws changes regarding Executive Director Responsibilities: Ray Darville will appoint a small committee 

5. New Business
a. SSQ contract with Wiley-Blackwell: No new issues and will voted at SSSA Council.
b. Evaluation of Executive Director performance within the next two months 
c. Long term strategic planning for SSSA.  Need for a retreat? (Peter Wielhouwer)  Yes, Peter and Ray should develop a proposal.
d. Member survey concerning meeting sites? Douglas Eckberg volunteered to chair small committee. Ray will appoint.
e. Reconciliation of SSSA Constitution and By-Laws. Douglas Eckberg volunteered to chair small committee. Ray will appoint.
f. Manchester Grand Hyatt boycott issue. Report from Peter Wielhouwer
The SSSA Executive Council unanimously recommends keeping the contract with Manchester Grand Hyatt in San Diego.  President Eckberg will explain the Executive Committees recommendation to the SSSA Council.  Moved by Glenn Melancon.  Seconded by Eddie Weller

6. Announcements
a. President’s Receptions
b. SSSA Council Meetings

c. General Business Meeting
d. Miscellaneous
7. Adjourn 5:00 pm

