Things to Do and See Besides Presentations and Other Social Scientists At the 2012 SSSA Meeting
Let’s face it, with recent slashes to university budgets, travel expenditures have been dwindling.  So, most of us must cough up some of our hard earned cash to attend scholarly conferences.  There are some important considerations that one must take into account, then, when one decides whether or not to part with that income and time for work-related expenditures.  Of course, many people are going to attend conferences that they have been going to for many years (in some cases, decades).   However, consider for a moment the importance of LOCATION!   SSSA is ABSOLUTELY THRILLED to be traveling for the first time to beautiful SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, for our 2012 annual meeting.  We have a fabulous conference hotel right on the bay in San Diego.  The local area offers SO MUCH to do and see that you could spend an extra week in the area and still not have done and seen everything that you probably would have liked to have experienced.  
The Manchester Grand Hyatt
The Manchester Grand Hyatt is an exquisite property with fabulous waterfront views, two pools, loads of recreational options sitting adjacent to Seaport Village, which offers a number of dining and shopping experiences as well as the Old Town Trolley Tour stop and the Seal Tours.  Staying at the conference hotel will place you within a short walk to the Gaslamp Quarter and the commuter rail/trolley line that enables you to visit many of the other attractions in the San Diego area.  You are also within a short walk of the U.S.S. Midway, various harbor cruise lines, the ferry to Coronado, and MANY, MANY dining and shopping options.
Seaport Village
Just outside the doorsteps of our conference hotel sits Seaport Village.  This quaint little tourist attraction, for lack of better term, beckons for your money.  It is filled with buildings that look like New England style cottages that are filled with treasures that will make you want to part with your credit card for a few moments and then leaving you later to wonder how you are going to fit it into your suitcase.  There are also several dining options scattered amongst the shops throughout the “village” along with stops for the Old Town Trolley Tour and the Seal Tour.  For those wanting to escape from the hotel for a quick bite, these options might be good options for you.  I cannot personally vouch for any of them but they are there.  Old Town Trolley Tour is offered by the same company that runs similar tours in several other cities around the country.  It is an on and off tour with several stops around the city.  It stops at many of the more popular attractions in the city and should be operating from about 9 am to 6 pm during our stay.  One tidbit: buy your ticket online and you can save a few bucks.  If you intend to do some of the other attractions, look to see if they have a combo deal and you can save a few bucks off the package.  Plus, when I was there in July, the line to get a ticket was several people deep so buying online could save you some time and frustration as well.
Gaslamp Quarter
While the Gaslamp Quarter is now a hotspot for dining, shopping (check out Bettie Page, clothing for women which is highly recommend by myself and Lydia Andrade), and entertainment it was established more than 150 years ago as a town on the city’s waterfront.  The quarter is within a few blocks of the hotel and offers an eclectic array of dining options, bars, entertainment venues as well as lots of shopping options from art galleries to clothing stores.  Aside from my new found favorite of Bettie Page, Lydia Andrade and I were forced due to shopping induced hunger to stop in a little place called Merk, Italian Bistro to have some adult libation and appetizers.  I can speak highly for the risotto fritto and the basil gimlet especially.  Merk has gluten free pasta, by the way.  Their entrees run up to $30 for some seafood and steak choices but most items are less than $20; they have a prix fix menu for those wanting a “dining experience”.  Later during our visit to San Diego, Lydia and I dined at Trattoria La Strada.  While you may be picking up on an Italian theme here, I can assure you that there are many choices of cuisine in this area.  I just suffer from really bad Italian options in Denton, Texas, and north (where I live) so having some Italian options besides Olive Garden was pleasant.  La Strada was fantastic as well (lunch entrees run up to $20 and dinner up to $40).  I had a refreshing pasta dish.  
There are several places in the area that offer live music and late-night dancing.  I am too tired most of the time to stay up late enough to enjoy this.  I refer you all to our fearless leader, Eddie Weller for reviews of the swankiest and most scandalous of joints in the Gaslamp Quarter.  Before you head out to the Gaslamp Quarter, check out the link above, a number of the business offer coupons!
Balboa Park
Balboa Park is a 150-year-old park that hosted the Panama Exposition in 1915, aka First World’s Fair, to commemorate the opening of the Panama Canal.  Today it is one of the largest city parks in the country.  It is home to recreational facilities, beautiful gardens, the San Diego Zoo, attractions such as the San Diego carousel and the miniature railroad, and more than a dozen museums.  Much of the grounds and gardens are open to the public free-of-charge but most of the museums do charge admission EXCEPT on Tuesdays.  Each Tuesday of the month has a set of museums that offer free admission to city and county residents and active military and their dependents.  I have been to the museums (and park) on a Tuesday and would caution those considering a visit to reconsider.  That being said, if you go to the link above, there are deals to be had by buying passes and combos.  I have been to several of the museums and would not want to suggest that any of them are not worth going the price of admission.  However, various websites suggest that one should visit: San Diego Natural History Museum, San Diego Hall of Champions, San Diego Air and Space Museum, Mingei International Museum, San Diego History Center, San Diego Museum of Man, The Japanese Friendship Garden and of course, the San Diego Zoo.  These are only a small number of things to do and see within the boundaries of the park, however, and your own personal taste and interests should direct you.  I cannot imagine that you won’t find something intriguing to do there.    

Old Town
Old Town is considered the original settlement of California.  Today, I would describe it as a tourist destination.  Many of the old buildings have been kept up and restored so that they could be turned into shops to peddle souvenirs.  Some of them do offer some very lovely things for sale, including traditional Mexican items.  The little area also has some restaurants and hotels as well as a number of historic attractions, including some museums.  Many, if not all, of these attractions offer free admission.  I ventured into a few and found them to be worth a look.  The site inspection committee dined at one of the restaurants contained within the park.  The little Mexican restaurant offered outdoor seating and had a nice enough menu.  Now that I am back in Texas, I would describe the experience as “adequate”.  Were I still living in Florida, or worse yet New Hampshire (as far as Mexican cuisine goes), I would probably have given this little place a more glowing review.  But, as many of you reading this will surmise, there are “adequate” Mexican restaurants within spitting distance of anyone on any street corner in the southwest and there are quite a lot of pretty darn good Mexican restaurants within a reasonable distance of folks.  So, I probably would not go back to Barra Barra, but you might want to ask Eddie Weller and Lydia Andrade.  They might offer a different opinion of it.
Coronado
Coronado can be reached most easily by our conference participants by taking the ferry, although it can also be reached by water taxi or if driving a car by the soaring bridge that is visible from the hotel.  This community is said to offer one of the world’s best beaches.  But, perhaps one of the most significant draws to Coronado is the Hotel del Coronado.  This historic hotel was built during the expansion of the railroad during the gold rush by investors who believed the railroad would come to San Diego – it didn’t.  But, this grand old hotel remains a beautiful draw to this day.  It is visible in the distance from the conference hotel.  If it looks familiar to you, that may be because the classic movie, starring Marilyn Monroe, “Some Like it Hot” was filmed there in 1958.  Alternatively, some of you may have visited Walt Disney World and seen or stayed at the Grand Floridian hotel, which was inspired by the Hotel del Coronado.  This lovely gem sits right at the beautiful beach and offers many dining and shopping options for visitors.  I dined for a buffet breakfast at one of the restaurants in the hotel.  It was lovely; however, if you plan to do this keep in mind travel time to the restaurant and I would encourage you to make a reservation as there was a substantial line to be seated.  There is a guided tour of the Hotel del Coronado as well as tours of other aspects of Coronado should you be interested in that city.  The city seems to have many dining options.  In particular, I spotted an eye-catching cupcake shop as soon as I got off the ferry but I was full after breakfast and no longer wanted a cupcake by the time I made my way back to the ferry.  Right about now, 2:00 pm on Wednesday afternoon in my office, I wish I had one of those cupcakes.
Petco Park
Petco Park is easily accessible from the conference hotel.  I have looked up the 2012 schedule and it would appear that the Padres will be at home playing the Dodgers for all you baseball fans.  One can go to a game for as little as $5 up and they even offer “all you can eat seats” which actually means that you can eat all you want of the ballpark food rather than the seats themselves, which would likely cause some type of indigestion.  Petco Pakr also offers tours that allow visitors to see what goes on behind the scenes at the ballpark.
U.S.S. Midway
Within a short walk of our hotel, you will find the U.S.S. Midway.  This U.S. Naval aircraft carrier was commissioned just after the end of WWII and was part of the Vietnam and Operation Desert Storm Operations, among others.  Since 2004, the ship has operated as a museum.  Visitors can enjoy exploring more than two dozen restored aircraft and dozens of military related exhibits as well as flight simulators.  Experiences include visiting the engine room and the ship’s jail as well as sitting in a cockpit and perusing the flight deck.  There is a museum shop as well as restaurant onboard.  There are opportunities to get discount tickets by purchasing in advance online and by purchasing bundles of tickets from the website above.  If you can get 10 or more of your friends to purchase together, save some money and buy in bulk!
Attractions/Theme Parks

The San Diego area boasts nearly as many theme parks and attractions as Orlando.  Most of these will take most of a day, if not a whole day to enjoy.  As a former resident of Orlando, I know what it means to be a non-theme park capital resident.  You spend a fortune on an entry ticket and therefore feel like you MUST get your money’s worth.  This entry is about those places.  San Diego offers many options in this category.  There is Sea World. The 2011 admission prices were $69.99 for adults.  Their website does not yet list operations for April 2012.  You can check for dates and hours of operation as our meeting gets closer.  Legoland, ah, Lego’s, the stuff of cult following, even among nerdy adults.  Alas, Legoland will not be open yet for the season while we are there.  Knott’s Berry Farm (online adult tickets in 2011 were $46.99; at the gate $56.99) is one of the oldest theme parks in the U.S. It now has several water parks, called Knott’s Soak City (online adult one-day 2011 ticket price was $26.99).  Located at Balboa Park and the San Diego Zoo is the San Diego Zoo Safari Park.  If you decide to take a safari, you might want to check out the zoo/safari packages they offer to save some money.  Belmont Park is the “old San Diego” theme park before the big guys took over.  Located on the beach near Sea World, it is home to vintage rides (like a historic wooden roller coaster, bumper cars, and tilt-a-whirl) and attractions (such as a mirror maze).  Belmont Park offered free admission in 2011 but visitors were required to pay for rides and attractions.  In 2011, they offered an online unlimited ride wristband for $24.  Belmont Park also offers swimming with wave machines, etc.
There are MANY, MANY more things to do and see in the San Diego area, including wine tastings, prowling the beach, visiting parks, perusing the Little Italy neighborhood and much more.  I am most certain that I have left out some very important stops – probably some of your favorites.  I am equally as certain that I have offended some of you with my terse, irreverent review of some of the things that I have come across in the area.  The point, though, is that San Diego is a wonderful city that offers beautiful weather (dress in layers people; bring a sweater with you) and ample opportunities for everyone to have a stupendous time when you are not enjoying the thrilling conversation about p-values and dead philosophers!  Here’s hoping you have a fantastic time.  Hope to see you there, Tracy Dietz, SSSA General Program Director.
